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Studies of Taxonomic Origins of Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba and
Atractylodis Rhizoma

Lee Jehyun', Kim Yunkyung, Hong Seonpyo*, Kim Chungsook

"Department of Oriental Pharmaceutical Science, College of Pharmacy, Kyunghee University
Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

The plant origines of Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba and Atractylodis Rhizoma are genus Atractylodes
(Compositae). Their origines in pharmacopoeia are slightly different among Korea, Japan, North Korea
and China. The species of Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba are Atretylodes japonica Kowz and A. ovata Tuuyns..
Atractylodis Rhizoma are A. lancea DC., A. chinensis DC. and A. koreana Kiry. But the texonomic
genealogy of Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba is different from that of Atractylodis Rhizoma.

The herbal origines of Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba and Atractylodis Rhizoma were not different at
the early days. Since Tao-Hong-Jing([#5L %) distinguished between Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba and
Atractylodis Rhizoma at the very beginning, their medicinal usages are different. Atractylodis Rhizoma
have been used to remove pathogenic dampness in the digestive organs and Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba
have been used to invigorate the digestive system and replenish gi. In additions, the figures and historical
records of herbal appearance are different between Atractylodis Rhizoma Alba and Atractylodis Rhizoma.
The diagnostics of them are in accord with the texonomic genealogies.
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